
Who:  UA Department of Atmospheric Sciences presents Ralph H Wetmore II, 
Photographer 
What:  Lecture event "Fire in the Sky: An Evening of Lightning" 
Where:  Center for Creative Photography, on the University of Arizona Main Campus 
              1030 N. Olive Rd., Tucson, AZ  85721 (nearest cross-streets Speedway & Park) 
When:  April 30, 2013 at 5:30pm  

 
Since 1971, Ralph Wetmore has been capturing powerful desert imagery throughout the 
Southwest, specializing in wildlife, nature, and lightning photography. His latest book, 30 
Years of Lightning Photography in Southern Arizona, is the culmination of over 40 years 
of chasing lightning storms throughout our local deserts and surrounding communities. 
 
Join us on Tuesday night, April 30th at 5:30pm when the Atmospheric Science 
Department (http://www.atmo.arizona.edu/) hosts a presentation of electrifying Arizona 
monsoon imagery in the Center for Creative Photography Auditorium on the University 
of Arizona Campus.  Discover the many amazing facts, myths, and dangers of this always 
beautiful, but often misunderstood phenomenon.  This program is free and open to the 
public. 
 
About Ralph Wetmore   
Ralph Wetmore was born in Ft. Wayne, Indiana, the sixth of seven children.  After 
graduating from Purdue University in 1969, he entered the United States Air Force.  In 
July 1971, he and his wife Shirley came to Tucson, Arizona after his tour of duty in 
Vietnam.  Over the years, he completed his enlistment in the Air Force, worked as a 
probation officer in Tucson, and returned to graduate school at the University of Arizona, 
studying counseling and psychology.  Every summer he would chase the lightning storms 
and every winter he would travel to several wildlife refuges around the Southwest.  In 
1983, he obtained his PhD and began working in private practice as a licensed 
psychologist.  His and Shirley's first son, Ross, was born in June 1984 and their second 
son, Drew, was born in February 1987.  As the boys grew older, they would travel with 
Ralph, helping him chase the wildlife and the lightning storms. 
 
From 1971 through the present, Ralph has been photographing throughout the Southwest, 
specializing in wildlife, nature, and lightning photography.  He has been represented by 
several stock agencies including Science Photo Library, Tony Stone Worldwide Photo 
Library, and Getty Images.  He is currently represented by Alamy and Mira Stock 
agencies. 
 
His first book, Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge - A Photographer's and 
Visitor's Guide, was published in 2009.  That was the culmination of over 15 years of 
photographic trips to the Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge.  His latest book, 
Thirty Years of Lightning Photography in Southern Arizona, has just been published in 
September 2010.  It is the collection of more than 30 years of chasing lightning storms 
throughout Southern Arizona. 
 

http://www.atmo.arizona.edu/


For more information about Ralph Wetmore, visit his website at 
http://www.ralphwetmore.com/#!30-years-of-lightning 
 

http://www.ralphwetmore.com/#!30-years-of-lightning

